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Knowledge and Skills Progression: Geography 
National Curriculum  

aims & purpose: 

Curriculum intent - skills, attitudes and knowledge that we would like  

all children to develop on their journey through the school  

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and    
fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the 
rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse 
places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a 
deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.  

 

Aims 

• Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places, 
including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these 
provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

• Understand the processes that give rise to key physical & human         
geographical features, how these are interdependent and how they bring 
about variation and change over time 

• Are competent in the geographical skills needed to collect, analyse and   
communicate data ; interpret a range of sources; communicate          
geographical information in a variety of ways 

At The Fern Academy, we believe that a rounded understanding of the world in which we live is vital if our children are to 
make informed decisions as they grow up. We want all children to appreciate similarities and differences between different 
areas of our country, our continent and our planet, and begin to understand the effect that these have on everyday lives in 
these places. They will be taught about key features of physical geography, including rivers, mountains, rainforests, volcanoes 
and climate, learning both the processes behind them and the impact that they have on human environments. 

 

We also believe that locational knowledge - the ability to use and identify places on maps and globes - is crucial. All children 
should leave our school knowing where they live and where that is situated in the world. They will be able to name and locate 
the seven continents and five oceans, as well as some of the countries and regions that they have studied (such as the Andes 
and Rocky Mountain ranges, the Caribbean, Amazon rainforest and Kenya to name a few).  

 

Finally, children will learn to behave and think like geographers, collecting information through fieldwork, data analysis, first– 
and second-hand accounts and map study. Our pupils are encouraged to complete fieldwork investigations within their local area 
on a regular basis. Furthermore, our pupils will recognise the strengths and weaknesses of different sources of information, 
and use this to inform their own conclusions and decision making - both at school and in the wider world beyond.  

 

 

 

 

 

Links to learning in EYFS: Links to other subjects / curriculum areas: 
Experiences and opportunities every child will 

have at The Fern Academy: 

Understanding the World - People and Communities 

• Children talk about past and present events in their 
own lives and in the lives of family members. They 
know that other children don’t always enjoy the same 
things, and are sensitive to this. They know about 
similarities and differences between themselves and 
others, and among families, communities and tradi-
tions. 

 

Understanding the World - The World 

• Children know about similarities and differences in 
relation to places, objects, materials and living things 
They talk about the features of their own immediate 
environment and how environments might vary from 
one another.  

• Science: Links between understanding of science and            
geography when discussing habitats, completing local 
fieldwork studies as well as issues around climate 
change. 

• ICT: Using online simulations to explore ideas, using   
spreadsheets & databases to analyse and explore   
data and using the internet as a search tool to sup-
port learning all link to Computing.  

• R.E.: Learning about different cultures and religions 
across the world.  

• D.T.: Exploring foods from different cultures and 
festivals.  

• History: Understanding the culture and human geog-
raphy of countries will almost always link to their his-
tory - eg. rivers topic in Year 3 links to learning about 
Ancient Egypt when considering the importance of 
the Nile to the Ancient people.  

• Art/DT: Creating models to demonstrate and explain 
physical processes (e.g. volcanoes, the journey of a 
river etc).  

• Explore our local area, through walks, visits and field-
work to parks, shops and other places of interest. 

• Visit a variety of different physical environments, 
for example, forests, mountains and rivers/lakes.  

• Have opportunities to compare life in Herefordshire 
first-hand with life in other villages and cities.  

• See nationally recognised landmarks in real life (eg. 
Herefordshire cathedral, Arthur’s seat).  

• Explore the lives of people who have lived and grown-
up in  different parts of the world 

• Explore the culture of different countries through in
-school themed days/weeks, including tasting food 
from around the world and learning about particular 
festivals/customs/traditional dress etc.  

• Complete enrichment activities to support mapping 
and orienteering skills (e.g. Easter egg hunts).  



Opportunities to develop and use the school values in our Art curriculum 

Resilience  • Show determination when trying to locate information (maybe subsequent resources are needed).  

• Collect data over extended periods of time. 

• Maintain attention on a long-term project (eg. Study of a certain place/country over the course of several weeks).  

• Show commitment to finding out answers to new and challenging questions. 

Kindness  
• Record, present and share work with others using a range of sources and media. 

• Support, listen to and encourage peers in Geography lessons. 

• Understand that our planet and its inhabitants should be protected and that everyone has a role in helping to save our world.  

• Take the interests of others into account when sharing work about places of interest/significance. 

Understanding  • Comment on the similarities and differences between different places, regions and landmarks across the world.  

• Discuss some changes over time (for example, rising sea levels and retreating ice caps in the poles).  

• Use geographical terminology correctly and confidently aloud and in writing.  

• Use the internet and primary and secondary resources to answer geographical questions and search for new knowledge.  

Honesty  • Reflect on mistakes made, for example, when trying to locate information from a range of sources.  

• Take feedback into account when completing fieldwork investigations.  

• Consider and comment on the changes I can make towards positive environmental change (e.g. lowering carbon footprint/buying local seasonal 

products/reducing plastic waste).  

• Recognise the strengths of others (e.g. mapping skills) and utilise these in group tasks.  

Appreciation  
• Appreciate that places will have different meanings and significance to different people. 

• Acknowledge the work of significant individuals in the fight against climate change (e.g. Greta Thunberg, David Attenborough).  

• Appreciate and understand our world and its fragility.  

• Appreciate exploration, the great outdoors and the natural world; learn about some of the great explorers in history (Charles Darwin etc).  

Imagination  
• Recognise that geography is often in the mind, look at old world maps to recognise maps as representations rather than unquestionable truths.  

• Imagine specific places or people (e.g. life as part of the Masaai tribe) from a set of resources.  

• Look at geographical changes over time and imagine/make predictions about the future.  
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Year 

group 
Places and Environments Mapping and Fieldwork 

 Continents and Oceans:  

• What are the seven continents of the world and 
where will we find them?  

• What are the five oceans of the world and where 
will we find them?  

 

Countries and Capital Cities of the United Kingdom:  

• What are the four countries of the United 
Kingdom?  

• What are the capital cities of the four countries 
of the United Kingdom?  

• What seas surround the United Kingdom?  

 

Key Vocabulary: vast, azure, rotated, expanse, ocean, 
continent, polar, atlas.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: A drop in the ocean; 
To make waves.  

Study: Hot and Cold Locations 

• Remember and name the 7 continents and 5 oceans of the world (E) 

• Where is the equator?  

• Where is hot and where is cold on the Earth?  

• Where are the North and South poles and what are they like?  

• Where can I find hot countries? What are they like?  

• Where are the hot and cold areas of the world? (E) 

 

Key environments: Amazon Rainforest, Egypt (desert location).  

• What is a map?  

• How do I make an imaginary map? (E) 

• How do you show what a place is like?  

• How do I make a real map? (Our 
classroom to the Headteacher’s office).  

 

Key texts: We’re going on a bear hunt; The 
Storm Whale.  

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: built, human, imaginary, natural, 
place, space, aerial, connected, environment, 
feature, fieldwork, location.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: Cross that 
bridge when we come to it; Bird’s-eye view.  

 Human and Physical Features in our local area: 

• What are human features?  

• What are physical features?  

• What features does our local area have? (E) 

 

Key Vocabulary: contrast, record, surrounding, natural, 
shelter, observe, fieldwork, settlement, coastal, 
worship, location, rural.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: Country Mile.  

 

 

Study: A small area of the U.K. and a contrasting Non-European Country:  

• What is London and what is it like? (E) 

• Where is the country of Kenya?  

• What are the physical and human features of Kenya?  

• Where is Nairobi and what is it like?  

• How are London and Nairobi similar or different?  

• What do we know and remember about London and Nairobi? (E) 

Key Vocabulary: urban, sprawling, contrast, horizon, striking, landmark, country, 
capital, climate, feature, savanna.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: Raining cats and dogs; Under the weather.  

Significant People: The Maasai tribe of Kenya  

——————- 

• What are rainforests? What are they like?  

• How do the Yanomami people live?  

• What is different about my location and the Yanomami?  

Key Vocabulary: remote, rainforest, isolated, thrive, belief, disease, indigenous, 
equator, ecosystem, deforestation, sustainability, tribe, yanos.  

Significant People: The Yanomami tribe of the Amazon rainforest.  

• How do we describe places?  

• What physical features does this place 
have?  

• What human features does this place 
have?  

• Map keys: How can we show what a place 
is like?  

• Sketch map: How can we show what a 
place is like?  

• How does the scale of map tell us what 
the area around our school is like? (E) 

 

Key Vocabulary: increase, decrease, align, symbol, 
observe, sketch, aerial, scale, cardinal point, valley, 
port, vegetation.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: Put (someone, 
some place or something) on the map.  

Geography: Curriculum Mapping and Key Knowledge  
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Year 

group 
Places, Environments and Physical Processes  Mapping and Fieldwork 

 Countries and Regions of the United Kingdom:  

• Remember countries and capital cities: What are 
the regions of England?  

• What are the cities and countries of the UK?  

• What are the physical and human landmarks of 
England and Scotland?  

• What are the physical and human landmarks of 
Wales and Northern Ireland?  

• What are the topological patterns of the UK? 
What can I see here?  

• Summarise, present and explain regions, 
countries, cities and landmarks of the UK. (E) 

 

Key Vocabulary: extensive, sophisticated, settlement, 
terrain, wilderness, barren, topography, landmarks, 
region, county, scale, contour line.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: Country mile; As old 
as the hills.  

Some significant landmarks: Loch Ness, Stone Henge, 
Cardiff Castle, Giant’s Causeway  

 Map and Fieldwork skills using human and physical geography:  

• What are the 8 points on a compass (use these to locate 
points within our locality e.g. St Martin’s church, Victoria 
Bridge, Hereford Cathedral etc).   

• What are the human and physical features located in this 
place?  

• What physical features can you identify in the UK using 
digital mapping software? (E) 

Key Vocabulary: bisect, precise, accurate, approximately, relation, 
align, cardinal point, bearing, settlement, recreation, harbour, 
deciduous., intercardinal.  

OS Map skills and Fieldwork:  

• What is an Ordnance Survey (OS) map?  

• How does scale change the way we describe a place?  

• What’s the area like just beyond the school?  

• What’s the area like beyond our region? (E) 

Key Vocabulary: area, cardinal, historical, landscape, measuring, 
solar, geographical, key, ordnance, scale, survey, sustainable.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: We’ll cross that bridge when we 
come to it.  

 Study of Rivers:  

• What courses does a river take?  

• What are the features of rivers?  

• What’s our local river? What features can we 
see? (E) 

Key Vocabulary: raging, tumble, cascading, precipice, 
iconic, turbulent, rivulet, estuary, flood plain, tributary, 
mouth, confluence, channel, riverbed/bank, erosion, 
deposition.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: Sell down the river.  

Local landmarks: The River Wye.  

 

The Water Cycle:  

• What is the water cycle?  

• How does the water cycle work?  

• What affects the water cycle? (E) 

Key Vocabulary: infiltrate, sequence, reoccurring, 
pollution, consequence, permeate, groundwater, 
precipitation, condensation, transpiration, percolation, 
evaporate, carbon dioxide, methane, acid rain.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: Raining cats and 
dogs; Under the weather; Water under the bridge.  

Study: Latitude and Longitude:  

• What are lines of latitude?  

• What are lines of longitude?  

• How do lines of latitude and longitude tell us what a 
location is like?  

• How can you find exact locations around the world?  

• What are time zones and how do they affect us?  

• How does day and night occur? (E) 

• Locate Greece and Egypt using geographical skills (E) 

 

Key Vocabulary: co-ordination, parallel, determine, 
circumnavigate, constitutes, straddle, latitude, longitude, 
horizontal, vertical, meridian, equator, hemisphere.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: Put it on the map.  

 

Map Skills: The Environmental regions of Europe, Russia, 
North and South America.  

• What are environmental regions?  

• Europe: What are the major environmental regions?  

• Russia: What are the major environmental regions?  

• North America What are the major environmental 
regions?  

• South America: What are the major environmental 
regions?  

• Assessment task: Apply and show what you know. (E) 

 

Key Vocabulary: arid, bountiful, locality, major, rapid, vibrant, 
biome, climate, environmental, equatorial, temperate, 
Mediterranean, tropic, snow, polar.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: It never rains but it pours; 
Under the weather.  

Geography: Curriculum Mapping and Key Knowledge  
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Year 
group 

Places, Environments and Physical Processes  Mapping and Fieldwork 

 Study: The location of countries of the world 
including biomes and environmental regions:  

• Where would you find some of the major 
countries of the world? (Remember 
continents, lines of latitude, longitude and 
the equator). (E) 

• Where would you find some of the major 
cities of the world?  

• What is a biome (environmental region)?  

• How do biomes changes across the world? 
(E) 

• What are human characteristics that 
define Europe, North and South America?  

• What are physical characteristics that 
define Europe, North and South America?  

Key Vocabulary: arid, fertile, densely, 
exceptional, craggy, scenery, continent, 
latitudes, longitude, equator, hemisphere, biome, 
tundra, taiga, steppe, desert, mixed forest, 
tropical, savanna, montane, language, population.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: Through 
thick and thin.  

Significant features: The Alps, The Andes, The 
Rocky Mountains,  

 Four and Six figure grid references:  

• Why do we need latitude and longitude? (E) 

• What are 4 and 6 figure grid references and why do we use them?  

• How can I precisely describe locations, landmarks and places as a 
geographer?  

Key Vocabulary: parallel, horizontal, reference, degrees, co-ordinates, 
intersect, latitude, longitude, meridian, hemisphere, northings, eastings.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: Off the map.   

 

OS Map skills and Fieldwork:  

• Remember: What are OS maps and how do we use them? (E) 

• What are 4 and 6 figure grid references?  

• What are contour lines?  

• What does the land look like in my local area?  

• What is the land like in a contrasting locality? (E) 

• Explanative Assessment Task.  

Key Vocabulary: contrast, intersect, slope, contour line, solar farm, turbine, 
undulating, coordinates, eastings, northings, plateau, terrain.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: Caught between a rock and a hard place.  

 Study of Earthquakes, Mountains and 
Volcanoes:  

• What makes up the layers of planet Earth? 
(E) 

• What tectonic plates and where do you 
find them? 

• How do tectonic plates move and what 
happens? 

• What causes and earthquake and what’s 
the effect?  

• How are mountains formed?  

• How do volcanoes work?  

Key Vocabulary: vicious, churning, buckle, 
disaster, devastation, magnitude, epicentre, 
fissure, dormant, active, magma, molten, mantle, 
crust, core, fault line, seismic waves, Moment 
Magnitude Scale, orogeny, shield volcano, 
composite volcano, fissure volcano.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: A walking 
disaster; Quake like a leaf.  

 

 

Human and Physical: Economic, Settlement and Trade links:  

• What are settlements and where are they found?  

• Do settlements have a pattern?  

• Do people, their movement and activity have patterns?  

Key Vocabulary: location, resource, distribute, employ, production, 
consumption, trade, economy, navigable, lowland, migrant, refugee.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: Go to town; Jack of all trades; 
Trade places.  

Significant inks: Merthyr Tydfil (coal mining). Windrush, African Slave 
trade.  

Study and Compare Regions: UK, Europe and North America:  

• Where is the Lake District and what is it like?  

• How was the Lake District formed? (E) 

• Poland: Where can you find the Tatra mountains?  

• What are the Tatra mountains like?  

• The Caribbean and Jamaica: what do we know? What’s the terrain 
like?  

• What is similar and what is different between the Lake District, 
Tatra mountains and the Caribbean?  

Key Vocabulary: equivalent, contrast, erosion, inhospitable, moderately, 
prosper, orogeny, glaciation, temperate, tectonic, summit, altitude.  

Relevant Idioms and Colloquialisms: To make a mountain out of a mole 
hill; To compare notes.  

Orienteering: Map and Fieldwork skills 

• Remember: what are 4 and 6 figure grid references and how do 
we use them? (E) 

• What is orienteering?  

• How do I navigate a simple indoor course, using controls?  

• How do I navigate a simple outdoor course using controls?  

• Matala: How do I navigate multiple outdoor courses using 
controls? (E) 

• How do I plan and set up an orienteering course? (E) 

 

Key Vocabulary: aerial, appreciate, coniferous, distinctive, participant, 
randomised, checkpoint, control, legend, navigate, orientate, orienteering.  

Geography: Curriculum Mapping and Key Knowledge  
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Geography: Skills Progression 
Year 
group 

UK and local area 
Understanding the World, 
Continents and different 

places.  

Physical 
Themes 

Human Themes Map and Atlas work 
Fieldwork and 
Investigations 

 • Name and locate the four 
countries of the United 
Kingdom on a map of the UK.  

• Name the capital cities of each 
country in the UK.  

• Name and locate the seas that 
surround the United Kingdom.  

• Name my local area and city.  

 

• Name and locate the seven continents of 
the world.   

• Describe some features of each 
continent and name some animals that 
live there.  

• Name and locate the five oceans of the 
world.  

• Describe the equator.  

• Describe what the North and South 
poles are like.  

• Name some hot countries.  

• Begin to name and explore different 
countries. 

• Understand that there are places in the 
world with different weather conditions 
to our own.  

• Use physical 
themed 
vocabulary 
(eg: river, 
hill, mountain, 
brook, 
stream etc).  

• Begin to 
explain the 
weather.  

• Use human themed 
vocabulary (eg: town, 
city, house, farm, village, 
shop, post office etc).  

• Name some landmarks 
that are human 
features.  

• Study a variety of  world 
maps and maps of the 
United Kingdom.  

• Locate Hereford on a map 
of the UK.  

• Locate the equator, the 
poles and some hot and 
cold places on a world map 
and globe.  

• Study imaginary maps 
(including picture maps) 
and real-life maps.  

• Use my school 
environment to draw 
simple maps.  

Recognise photographs and 
maps of my local area (e.g. 
St Martin’s church, 
Greyfriars bridge, 
Hereford Cathedral etc).  

 • Name London as the capital city 
of England and describe what it 
is like.  

• Name and identify some London 
landmarks.  

• Compare the city of London 
with another city of the world 
(Nairobi).  

• Study a rainforest of the world and 
describe what rainforests are like.  

• Compare places in other countries to 
where I live (Nairobi, Kenya and the 
Amazon rainforest).  

• List two similarities and two differences 
between the UK and one other country. 

• List two similarities and two differences 
between the UK and one NON-
EUROPEAN other country. 

• Define and 
name a 
number of 
physical 
features 
(including 
those within 
my local 
area).  

• Define and name a 
number of human 
features (including those 
within my local area).  

• Name some indigenous 
tribes people that live in 
different parts of the 
world (e.g. the Maasai 
tribe and the Yanomami 
people).  

• Correctly use maps, 
atlases and globes. 

• In mapwork, understand, 
read simple keys and 
symbols. 

• Begin to look at maps of 
different scale.  

• Learn about and use a map 
key.  

• Create simple sketch maps 
of areas I am familiar 
with.  

 

• Recognise different 
maps of my local area.  

• Fieldwork: Determine 
whether features in 
my local area are 
human or physical.  

 

 • Name and locate a number of 
cities in the UK.  

• Name some regions of the UK. 

• Name and describe some 
famous landmarks in Scotland, 
Wales, England and Northern 
Ireland.  

• Study topological patterns in 
the UK and my local area.  

• Consider, in greater detail, 
what the area is like beyond my 
school and my region.  

• Name and locate a greater number of 
countries across the world and describe 
some of their features.  

• Describe a 
greater 
variety of 
physical 
features 
within my 
local area and 
beyond.  

• Describe at 
least TWO 
natural 
disasters.  

• Describe a greater 
variety of human 
features within my local 
area and beyond. 
Suggest reasons as to 
why these human 
features exist and their 
purposes (e.g. 
recreational, religious 
etc).  

• Describe at least 
THREE different types 
of land use  (housing, 
farming, commercial). 

• Use digital mapping 
software to identify more 
physical features of the 
UK.  

• Correctly identify the 8 
points of a compass.  

• Correctly define and use 
Ordnance Survey maps.  

 

• Use the eight points 
of a compass to 
locate points within 
our locality.  

• Through 
investigation, 
consider how the 
scale of map changes 
the way we describe 
a place.  
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Geography: Skills Progression 
Year 
group 

UK and local area 
Understanding the World, 
Continents and different 

places.  
Physical Themes Human Themes Map and Atlas work 

Fieldwork and 
Investigations 

 • Name some key rivers 
in the UK.  

• Track and plot the 
course of a main river 
on a map of the UK.  

• Name rivers in my local 
area and local county of 
Herefordshire.  

 

• Begin to understand time zones 
and how they affect us.  

• Link understanding of time zones 
to the movement of the earth and 
night and day.  

• Identify longitude, latitude, the 
equator and the hemispheres.  

• Explore and describe the 
environmental regions of Europe, 
Russia and North and South 
America.  

• Identify and describe the 
courses of a river (upper, 
middle and lower).  

• Begin to understand how 
rivers shape the land.  

• Define and describe the 
water cycle and explain 
how this works.  

• Use physical vocabulary to 
define environmental 
regions (e.g. polar/arid).  

• Understand and 
describe why 
settlements are 
located near to 
rivers.  

• Explore how rivers 
have been used by 
people in the past 
(e.g. the Ancient 
Egyptians and the 
Nile, as trade routes 
by the Vikings).   

 

• Identify the upper, middle 
and lower course of rivers 
within a variety of printed 
and digital maps.  

• In mapping, plot the course 
of our local river.  

• Identify different 
environmental regions within 
maps.  

• Show different 
environmental regions using 
key symbols/colour coding in 
map work.  

• Investigate my local river 
(The river Wye).  

• Investigate why rivers 
can be low, and can swell 
or flood and link this to 
weather systems and 
knowledge of the water 
cycle.  

 • Identify the biome in 
our local area.  

• As a geographer, 
precisely describe 
locations, landmarks 
and places in my local 
area and the UK.  

• Consider and compare 
the land in my area with 
a contrasting locality.  

• Identify an increasing number of 
countries and major cities in the 
world.  

• Explore how biomes change across 
the world.  

• Give reasons for particular biomes  
- for example why polar conditions 
can be found outside the poles 
(due to altitude).  

 

• Define a biome 
(environmental region).  

• Describe some of the 
physical characteristics 
that define Europe, North 
and South America, for 
example mountain ranges 
and highest peaks.  

• Continue to use a wide 
range of subject-specific 
terminology to describe 
physical features and 
processes.  

• Describe some of 
the human 
characteristics that 
define Europe, 
North and South 
America, for 
example, population 
density and 
languages spoken.  

• Describe some global 
issues linked to 
human cause (e.g. 
deforestation, 
endangered species 
etc).  

• Understand 4 and 6 figure 
grid references and why we 
use them.  

• Recognise how both 4 and 6 
grid references can be 
useful and link this to 
knowledge of scale.  

• Locate mountain ranges on 
different maps and identify 
the countries they span 
across.  

• Explain and define a contour 
line.  

• Use knowledge of contour 
lines to identify peaks and 
high land and refer to m 
above sea level.  

• Investigate the 
topography of the land in 
my local area and how 
this changes (e.g. 
Hereford city centre and 
Redhill).  

• Record an observation in 
several ways (maps, 
sketches, graphs, photos 
and digital data.  

 • Identify different 
settlements in the UK 
and where they are 
found.  

• Begin to understand 
how features of the UK 
(both human and 
physical) have changed 
over time.  

• Predict how human and 
physical features of 
the UK may look in the 
future.  

• Explore and describe 
the Lake District and 
what it is like.  

 

• Continue to name and locate a 
greater number of countries 
across the world and describe 
some of their features.  

• Continue to learn about regions in 
areas both inside and outside of 
Europe (e.g. the Tatra mountains 
in Poland; the Caribbean etc).  

• Continue to compare regions in 
different countries to regions of 
the UK through considering 
similarities and differences.  

• Describe a greater variety 
of physical features within 
my local area and beyond.  

• Describe and identify 
what makes up the layers 
of our Earth.  

• Define tectonic plates and 
describe how they move.  

• Describe how earthquakes 
are caused and the impact 
these have on society and 
the environment.  

• Describe how mountains 
are born and formed 
(orogeny).  

• Describe how and why 
volcanoes erupt.  

• Identify and name 
different types of 
volcanoes.  

• Define and recognise 
settlements.  

• Consider whether 
settlements have 
patterns.  

• Use the terms 
migrant, migration 
and immigrant and 
explore examples of 
why people may leave 
their home country.  

• Look at examples of 
forced migration in 
history (e.g. African 
slave trade).  

• Look at maps indicating 
tectonic plates, fault lines 
and earthquakes/volcanoes.  

• Use a key to show a greater 
variety of features in map 
work.  

• Apply my knowledge of 
mapping to both read, 
interpret and draw a variety 
of different maps.  

• Look, interpret and consider 
maps showing trade routes in 
the old world (e.g. the silk 
road) and consider why 
people moved in this way.  

• Set up an orienteering 
course using my mapping and 
compass skills.  

• E.g. investigate the 
earthquakes along a fault 
line over a specific period 
of time.  

• Investigate and learn 
about software/research 
that helps to predict/
protect people from 
natural disasters.  

• Investigate a significant 
natural disaster that 
occurred somewhere in 
the world.  

• Navigate and orientate a 
course using controls.  
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